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Liz Barker began a five-year term as Vice-Chair and Member of the Canadian Transportation 
Agency (CTA) on April 3, 2018.  

Liz joined the CTA's predecessor, the National Transportation Agency, in 1991 as counsel.  She 
has held several positions at the CTA, including, most recently, Chief Corporate Officer, Senior 
General Counsel and Secretary.  She has worked in all areas of the Agency’s mandate over the 
years, but has specialized in advising the tribunal in complex dispute adjudications and oral 
hearings on controversial subjects including rail level of service complaints, a wide range of 
complex accessible transportation disputes, and ministerial inquiries into marine pilotage and 
the accessibility of inter-city motor coach services.  She has also worked extensively in the 
development of the Agency’s approach to its human rights mandate, administrative monetary 
penalties regime, alternative dispute resolution, final offer arbitration, and rail level of service 
arbitration.  She has appeared as counsel before all levels of court, including the Federal Court, 
the Federal Court of Appeal, and the Supreme Court of Canada, as co-counsel in Council of 
Canadians with Disabilities v. VIA Rail Canada Inc., [2007] 1 S.C.R. 650. 

Liz was a recipient of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2016 for her work at the Agency, 
in particular in accessible transportation, the administrative monetary penalties program, and for 
her leadership of the Legal Services Branch. 

Liz received her law degree from Osgoode Hall Law School in 1987 and her B.A. (Honours in 
Law) from Carleton University in 1984.  She has been a member of the Law Society of Ontario 
since 1989. 


