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• Long Standing Goal for Canada- 1950’s Roads to 
Resources  

• Open up the Northern Regions to create easier 
access to its resources for development 
possibilities 

• In 1972 Public Works Canada completed surveys, 
geotechnical, environmental studies,  design 
work and initiated construction 

Background 



 
Background 

 • 1977 construction halted 

• Road completed to Wrigley in 90’s 

• Approximately 90 km remaining to be constructed in 
Dehcho 

• GNWT position that funding for the construction of 
this road remains a federal responsibility 

• Since 2000’s ongoing winter road improvements (34 
bridges) 



Existing Network 
 



Mackenzie Valley Winter Road 



Mackenzie Valley Winter Road 



Mackenzie Valley Winter Road 



• 1990 GNWT Transportation Strategy & 1999 

GNWT Highway Strategy identified MVH as a 

goal 

• Highway Strategy included  

o Environmental Scoping Study 

o Pre-Engineering Study 

o Benefit Cost and Economic Impact Analysis 

o Financing Study 

o Land Issues Study 

Background 



Background 
• Highway Strategy followed by a 

number of strategic funding proposals 

Corridors for Canada

An Investment in Canada's Economic Future

A Proposal for Funding Under the 

Strategic Infrastructure Fund 

Government of Canada

Submitted by the

Government of the Northwest Territories



Current Status 

• 16TH Assembly considered the MVH a priority 

• Planning has to be completed before any 
decisions to construct 

• Preparation of a Project Description Report (PDR) 
will enable additional consideration 

• PDR funding ($8 million) from CanNor and GNWT 

• Work on PDR is being positioned as a partnership 
between GNWT DOT and respective  land claims 
groups 

 

 



Planning on a Regional Basis 



Current Status 

• Work completed or underway in all regions 

• Gwich’in PDR completed June 15th 

• Tulitia  District September 2011 

• Kahsho Gotine October 2011 

• Dehcho November 2011 

• Potential application to MVLWB January 2012 



…. Got to crawl before you 
step… 

      Learning from Source 177 
Access Road 





Budget 2007 provided 

funding from Building 

Canada Plan for Access 

Road to Source 177 





Source 177 





















Vetting by Experts 



…Lessons learned, progress made… 

 

“The First Step”   

 

Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk Highway 



“The First 
Step” 







Contributing $150 million toward the construction of an all-season road 
between Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk that completes the Dempster Highway, 
connecting Canadians from coast to coast to coast.  



Typical Highway Design Cross Section 



 

 

 

Quantity and Cost 
Estimates 



Generalized Construction 
Schedule 



Next Steps 

• Complete EA process and supporting field 
studies 

• Land tenure negotiations 

• Funding agreement with federal government 

• Assessment of project as P3 

• Initiate final design activity 

• Decision to proceed rests with 17th Assembly  



Thank You 


