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Alberta’s Long Time Reliance on 

Transportation Networks 

Fort Calgary, former Canadian National railway yard and storage area.  
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Warehousing 4.1% 

GDP $13.4 

Transportation Industry Today 



Sources:  Statistics Canada and Alberta Innovation and Advanced Education 
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Where have the jobs been created? 

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 282-0012 



Migration by Province 

Source: Statistics Canada Table 051-0004 



Source: Consolidated Traffic Projections and Network Needs, New West Partnership, Colledge Transportation Consulting Inc.  

Transportation Demands  

Today vs Tomorrow (2024) 
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The Economic Importance of the 

Transportation Sector 



The Relationship between 

Transportation and Economic 

Metrics 

Condition of 
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Transportation Costs to Business 
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Labour Cost                           36% 

Lease & Utilities                             4% 

Materials                                36% 

Other Operating Expenses      9%  

Taxes, Interest & Depreciation 9% 

Avg. cost breakdown of services & 
manufacturing operations 

Transportation Cost by City 

Transportation Cost    7% 
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Lower Transportation Costs Result in: 

• New markets at lower 
prices 

• Increasing production 

• More investment  

• More employment 

• More disposable income 

• More leisure time 

Short 
term 

Long 
term 



Economic Development Priorities 



Spring 2012: Review of Economic Development 
Items Reviewed 
• Market Access 
• Value-Added 
• Diversification 

Results 
• Inconsistent Approach 
• Broader needs not being met 
• Lack of performance measures 

Economic Development Priorities 



Key Challenges for Alberta 

IMPROVE 
INNOVATION & 
PRODUCTIVITY 

ADDRESS  COST 
PRESSURES 

EARN  
SOCIAL LICENSE 

BUILD  
LONG-TERM 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

BROADEN 
ECONOMIC  

BASE 

CHALLENGES 

  OPPORTUNITIES 



Spring 2012: Review of Economic Development 
Items Reviewed 
• Market Access 
• Value-Added 
• Diversification 

Economic Development Framework 

iae.alberta.ca/ecdevframework 



Spring 2012: Review of Economic Development 
Items Reviewed 
• Market Access 
• Value-Added 
• Diversification 

Results 
• Inconsistent Approach 
• Broader needs not being met 
• Lack of performance measures 

Economic Development Measures 

9.0% OF ALL  

FIRMS BY 2019 

ALBERTA 

REMAINS #1 

AVERAGE  

BETWEEN 4-5% 

INCREASE TO 

$21B BY 2019 

25% HIGHER  

THAN 2012 BY  

2019 

1.3% BETWEEN 

2012 AND 2019 

2.0% GROWTH  

BETWEEN 2012 

 AND 2019 



Helpful Tools 



IMAP 
http://www.albertacanada.com/business/statistics/inve
ntory-of-major-projects.aspx 

Demo: 
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Economic Dashboard 

http://economicdashboard.albertacanada.com/  

Demo: 

 

 

http://economicdashboard.albertacanada.com/
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1H8_wceXE-g&feature=youtu.be


 

Thank you  


