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a chain is as strong as the 

weakest link … 



… but what about this; does this 

make sense? 



a strong port with no 

hinterland does not make 

sense 



Mainports: Sea and Air 

Europe: 4 

World 14 (total) 

World 6 (intl.) 

World 16 : cargo 

53 million passengers 

 
Europe: 1 

World 4 

450 Mton cargo 

11 mln container

s 

 



Diverse hinterland network 

rail….. 



water….. 



Colombia game 



Colombia game 

 



Competition 



acceptance by environment 



how to compete? 



push and pull 

pull push 

mainport flexibility 

critical mass 

more 

destinations 

no spase 

congestion 

costs 

inland port land price 

ambition / drive 

 

and ? 

extra transport 

costs 

hinterland 



Logistical performance 

globe and mail 18-11-20

14 



wishful thinking 



it takes more 



it takes more 

Source: adapted from Notteboom, T. and J-P Rodrigue (2007) 



Argentina - China 



Netherlands: in the polders 



 

agro hub 



transport hub or energy hub  ? 

in general: 

‣ cluster 

‣ knowledge 

‣ ambition/vision 

‣ infra 
(preconditional) 

‣ price land 

‣ tax 

‣ permits 

 

Calgary 

‣ energy 

‣ future proof? 

‣ what to attract? 

‣ value not volume 

 

‣ knowledge of 
energy sector as 
important as 
supply chain 

 

 



public transport 



Driver 


